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ANCIENT CURFS, CHARNS AND USAGES OF IRF-
LAND. Contrbutlons 1o Irsh Love By Lady
Wikle. 12mo. . seritmer & Welfordig |

Mr. Curtin bas made a very interesting con-
tribution 1o Irish folk-Jore, The stories in 1his
volime were eolleeted by him persenally in the
West of Ireland, in Kerry, Gulway and Donegul,
two yenrs ngo, and all of them were “1aken
down from the mouths of men whe, with ane or
two exeeptions, spoke only Gaglic, or hut little
English, ani that imperfently.”  The story-tellers,
morenver, were all = well advanerd in venrs. nnd
same very ohd,” sn that their myth tides may [
regarged as fairly representing the traditions of o
vensidernble antiguity, and os offering nnuswally
favornble illnstrations of the genunine aud little
modified native Irish mythelozy.  Ihis of course,
o8 every student of foll-Jore Jinows. idle to Took
for new motives in tales of this kinl.  The most
weelided community will always he fonml to pos-
sess n folle-lore many elements of which it shures
with all the st of the world, and the most that
sm he expeeted in opening an undeveloped iteld
is the discovers of some variapts of familine sto-
ries eharactorized by ovizinality of treatment. The
dominant feature in the tales ecllected by Mr.
WCortin is as slonld Live bevn anticipnted, the
prossreation e especinl fesiness of the uliler
Gaelie lozends and myths,  We are transported in
reading these tales to the Frin of Fin MaeCool
wnd the Fenions, The modern element which
distinguishes the Irish stories collectad by Kon-
nedy and others 1 not present hepe, sive n oe-
easional fortuitous: interpolations by the story-
tellers,. We may say, also, that the traces of

ey
o

that humer which render most modern  Irish
stories so ntteantive sre very slicht,
A pre-medineval spirit 18 recognizahle.  The

supernatural plays n creat part in life, but its
ineldence is more what It wos smong the North-
men of the Samn period than what it came to be
when the Churel had estalblished its sapremacy.,
We feel ourselves, in o word, nearer 1o Paganism
in these stories than to the Middle Ages. They
are tll of fighting, and their blowdthirstiness 1s
sometimes so great as to wecall the slaughter-
honse epirs of the Nibelungen Lied, thongh it must |
be said that they ore not overshaduwed hy the
eloom whieh brouds so lieavily above that tragical
history, dartkening wore and more to the close.
Our Feninn heroes perform the most stupendous
feats with o light heart, it with a neavy hand.
It is quite an evervday oeenrrence for one of
them to chiallenze a whole army ond to “zo
through It like a hawlk through o flock of
plgeons.™ Jeaving no surviver. The witches and
wizards, 100, are far more formidable than those
of the Middle Ages, reminding us again of the
Seandinavion sorcerers in the extent of their
malefie powers. Of conrse the Fenian heio is
nlways more than a mateh for the strongest of
them, hat then, the hero is invariably helped a1
the eritica]l wmoment, either hy some nunimal or
hird or some spirit-maiden or swan-maiden who
kunows the seerets of the adversary.  All tlie old
friends of universal folk-lore reappenr in Mr.
Cortin’s tales: the inevitable swan-mapidens are
liere, to reawnken the long contention over their
origin, and incidentally 16 emphasive the Inet thnt,
whatever else folk-lore may De, it is not yet a
seienve, Tor thus far it has been found impossible
to reacll agreement upon s mest elementary
prineiples. Take this one question of swan-
maidens, and ohserve how vorions are the in-
terpretations thereaf,  Sir Georze Cox, Mr
Andrew Loang, Professor Max Muller, Mr. John
Fiske, Professor Gubernatis, each and all held
their own views. Folk-lorists aiso are Jamentahly
fnclined to docmatism, Theugh one she il niy e
surprised ot that, innsmuck as dozmntiste appeacs
to e the normal effect of absolute nneertainty
in regard th any subject,  Soience alone is ot
dogmatie.  Men of science frequently are: bt
when they are it is a suflicient proof that they
have been venturing hevond the realm of defion-
strable truths, There being no stahle {oundation
for the seienee of folle-lore hitherto, it is there-
fore quite natural that B8 professors should be
spore 1than ordinorily positive, and that they shonld
Took with a fine scorn upon such os decline to
accept their specilations ns conclusive, Perhaps
those who hold the “ furces of Nature view,” as iv
may he named: thuse who explain all wyths
npon the converieut theory that they onginated
in observation of natural phenomenn, and es-
peeially in solar and lnpar phenowena, are the
mest arbitrary of 0ll the disputants: and that, too,
is matural, sinee it is obvious that their explana-
tions are often the farthest from expluining.

In gereral, the folk-lorists follow one another
in the eommission of oie fatal blunder.  They at-
tribute to the myth-makers an intellizence, an im-
agination, n sense of annlogies, which it is qnite
certain the myth-makers did not possess.  The
student who, with all the knowledze of the pine-
teenth eentury at lis disposal, tries to find ont
1he meaning of myths by Hterally putting Timsel?
in the place of 1he myth-makers, is almost certain
1o fall into this ervor, amd in so deing to vitiate
o1l his subsequent inferences,  Mr. Fiske's theory
is another which is lable to be overworked, and he
hins overworked it notnbly in his study of the
were-woll question.  But the whale subjest of
transformntions, which inelndes  wereewalves,
swan-maidens, enchantments, ete,, is full of ob-
srurities. and we dre inelined to think that these
ure unlikely to be cleared away until a stronger
eurrent of research is direeted 1o the sauree of
these stortes—w lifeh is, undonhitedly, the Orient,
The reader of My Curtin’s tales must eften he
foreibly reminded of the “Thousand mud One
Nights" : and of the elder Seandinavian uned muny
of the Teutonie myths, the same moy be soid
Translormation is an Oriental eharacteristie, jt
will be remembered; and the East has for ages
heen the one country in the workl in which the
eult of induced hallneinntion bas leen system-
atigally and professionally followed,  Ieuss,
Lis = Sarcellerie,” some threw ont n
clew to this prollem in lis examination of the
element of reality sulsisting in the medinevenl
witeheraft, and particularly tn the teports of the
"'Bn.hhnt-." made by su maoy Thousands of accised
—=and often seif-accused—prsons. s wos |
perhaps the first to put his Iiu-w-r upon thie me-
dineval prevalence of nareotics, and to supgest
the instrumentalits of these drugs in the crea-
tiom of those grotesque and fantastic  visions
whieli, aeeepted literally both by vietims and in-
quisitors, set so many fires burning «ll over
Europe.

In the following up of this eclew it is quite
possible that very Gnteresting and elarifying
sesults may be obtained, and it is in Eastern
sountries that the discoveries will have to bhe
promecuted.  Thete, too, are to be soocht, nlss
in the interest of folk-lore, new lights upon
another hrauneh of the same geneml subjeet s that,
namely, of the hypnotie phenomena which were
commonplace munifestations in India  thousapds
of years ago, and were, moreover, dnguestionnbly
familine 1o the priests of Chaldea, Babylon and
Eaypt. These two things, noreotiste and hyp-
notism, may hereafter be shown to have plaved
fmportant parts in the shaping of thar folk-lore
which modern investizators have these muany
rears struggled vainly to elucidops un the natural
orees theory and others cven i-rr fur-fetched,
n this volume sl the old eonditions are to he
sound, under somewhnt fresh arraugement.  These
1nles represent o distinet!y ruide and almost wholly
material period—the poriod of giants and great |
drngons and mighty magiclans and swords of lght
and caps of darkness and invisible eloaks and
powerful enchantments ond fleree combats and o
flercer feasting. Instead of the Holy Gail, the
objects of research ure cups which canuot e
dmined and cooking.pots which canuot be emp-
‘tied. The most patural action is that homi.
elde, and an amount of killing goes on eontin-
‘nally such ns might satisfy the King of Daliomey.
or the, ferocious [agan in the Nibelangen Liwd,
To these who ure not Interested In folk-lore 1ty
be well to say that Mr. Curtin’s stories ars highly !
.m as falry toles simply, and they are
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full of quaint tirns of expression which suflic.en Iy
wuark their birthplaces, while the originality uf

Lady Wilde las followed her volume ¢
vient Legends of Treland ™ with another, i

| their eombinations will probably make them ap-
| pear new o st readers

m “An-

1 whieh

she treats of Irish eures, charms, plant-lore, supwr-

stitions and curipus customs,

Her method ds tow

serappy, and her information is, for the muost part,

rither superficinl: but she hos eollected

of widd and recomdite matier,
purposes of reference and Tor smusemen

nsnrful hath

noInass
for
t. She

deals, minlike Mr. Curtin, with the common anl

wodern  popnlar  traditions, reenlleetion

s and

wsages, ttd she dees ot underts ke o traee or 1o

elneidate the beliefs and enstoms whirh

noris.
aneedotos are scattensd through her hod

she

Te-

Many interesting and guaint stories and

g, and

the mingling of Pagan and Christian supersti-

tion is everywlhere strikingly shown,

Many

the charms aml enres are commun to s weral conun-

tries. such as the belief in the medicinal
of spiders.  Ilere is nice 1onje,
“ Alsoa black spider, Taid as o sandwich |
1w slices of bread awl hatrer. and e
evary morning—will be found o great str
of the bodp.™  Swallowing o spider rolled

virties

for example :

wlwieen
=0T
sliener
ap in i

lnmp of hotter 1s sovereizn remedy for sague,

and *a few spiders”

tisd npoin o hag and hong

rortnd the neck will ward off the same oomphint,

Whenee this faith in the healing power
Apachuidie it wonld  he diftienlt 1o
tain, bt interesting,  For the falli
w eombination ¢f salt and white snalls is
mended, or thie hieart of & crow braten dp v
Blowd and drank for nine doys, or a belt
{resh skin of a wolf, ar three hilrs of & mil
prevhouml worn os an amulet.  Then th

directions for enring a falrysstricken ehild,

ntedlses 1o say thnt black ents play n pre
part in both white and hlack magic. They

of the
HEA o as

g siekness

IMOT-
with his
ol the
k-white
vre are

Tt is
mainent
s have

“yreat power either for or against witehera(t"—

which would seein to render thelr attitnde

us uncortain as polities, If you want yu

It
el

to he safe from fairies and witehes, give it, at

midnight, “a drink mived with the bl
prowing hen,” which of course possesses
virtues.  Dut for sickoess generally 1!
hibitionists will be shocked to learn that
is nothing so good as the nntive poteen, |
peculiarly adapted 1o the clmnte, and,

wl of 0
nl

I

w1
“there
or i 1s
ns e

people say, it Keeps nway azue and rheamatism,

amd the ohill that strilies the heart
gangers would only let the private stills nl

s oand il the

e, not

a bit of sickness wonld thete be in the whole

conntry round.”  We presume thit this
about the private stills is that of “the 1
and not Lady Wildes.

opinion
Kaple,”

Fairies and Leprechauns

and Bansbees and Phookes are still believed in
in some parts of Ireland, if not in most parts, wnid

it has to be admitted that these superstitie

s adild

o decidedly pieturesque und attrnctive element 1o

the popular traditions and customs.

Lady Wilide

tells stories very neatly, nud her hook will he

found hath curions and amusing, if not in any
perise deep.
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